Pain as a complication of HIV disease.
Pain as a symptom is common to many pathologic conditions. At its most elementary level, it is a signal from peripheral nerves with specialized receptors that there is a change in the local environment, such as pressure, pH, temperature, or some other noxious stimulus, that can be detrimental to function. Pain is particularly prevalent in patients with HIV infection. The assessment, evaluation, and treatment of pain should be an integral part of comprehensive patient care.